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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 
September 14, 2017 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by Acting Chairperson Mark Brejcha at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mark Brejcha, Margaret Maynard, Deborah Chipman, Jason Kostecki, 

Scott Herron, John Sparks, Brandy Hurst 
 
Absent:  Karen Simmon, Megan Eppley  
 
Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director     
 
MINUTES:   
Motion by Deborah Chipman, seconded by Margaret Maynard to approve the June 8, 
2017 minutes as presented.  Motion passed.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:   
None. 
    
GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 
Library Park: 
Heather explained that a request was brought before the Board in May by Mae Emerson, 
Chair of the Big Rapids Community Library Board, to rename Library Park to Anna 
Howard Shaw Memorial Park.  She read a short synopsis that she had written after much 
research she had done with the history behind the Naming of Parks.  Copies of all 
information that she had found along with a copy of the Park Naming Policy were 
provided to the Board members.   
 
Susan Grant, Zonta Club member spoke to the Board.  She spoke on the historical interest 
that her club has had in Anna Howard Shaw.  The Zonta Club is in full support of the 
name change to the park. 
 
Mary Bechaz, GFWC member, spoke on this groups interest in the historical significance 
of Anna Howard Shaw.  The GFWC provides historical reenactment programs for 
children and community groups.  The GFWC is in full support of the name change to the 
park. 
 
Olukemi Fadayomi, AAUW (American Association of University Women) member 
spoke in support of the request being made in changing the park name due to the 
historical significance of Anna Howard Shaw.   
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Cathy Johnson, Library Board member, spoke in support of the change in the park name.  
She spoke about a plaque of Anna Howard Shaw that was on a stone in front of what is 
now Crossroads Charter Elementary school building.  
 
Mae Emerson, Chair of the Library Board, spoke on the significance of the park being 
renamed to the Anna Howard Shaw Memorial Park.   
 
Heather spoke on a conversation that she had with retired Public Works Director, Tim 
Vogel.  Tim gave her some information on how and why the current policy was enacted.  
Heather had conversations with Miriam relating to following the policy and naming the 
area within Library Park where the statue is, the Anna Howard Shaw Memorial.  This is 
what happened with the Veterans Memorial within Holland Park.    
  
Each of the Board members took turns in speaking about the request.  Margaret Maynard 
stated that after having reviewed all the background information that was provided to her 
prior to the meeting and listening to all of those who have spoken, she is in favor of 
approving the request for the name change to be made.   
 
Deborah Chipman, Jason Kostecki and Brandy Hurst all spoke in favor of the name 
change.  Scott Herron would like to see the Board recommend that the City Commission 
approve the name change.   
 
John Sparks spoke on his initial reluctance.  He spoke of his concern for future requests 
not being tied to any important significant background but rather money, such as a large 
corporation donating then requesting a park name changed to the company name.  He 
agrees with the significance in Anna Howard Shaw and with this request, he just fears 
what could happen in the future if there is not a good policy in place that is adhered to.  
He would like to see a clearer policy protecting how a change is made.     
 
Mark Brejcha spoke on the importance of this request.  He noted that there are 2 statues 
in town of significant people, one is of Woodbridge Ferris and the other is Anna Howard 
Shaw.  He feels that this is an amazing opportunity and that proper recognition is due.  
Mark stated that the policy reads that the Commission has the authority to change names 
of parks and that the Park and Recreation Board can make recommendations for a 
change. 
 
Motion by Margaret Maynard, seconded by Brandy Hurst, to recommend to the City 
Commission that Library Park be renamed to Anna Howard Shaw Memorial Park.  
Motion passed.   
     
  
Committee: 
Heather explained that the Board has 5 committees that members can be a part of.  All 
members present were asked which Committee they wished to be on.  The following is 
the list of Committees and the Board members that comprise each group: 
 
POLICY/CITIZENS RECOGNITION COMMITTEE: 
Mark Brejcha, Deborah Chipman, John Sparks, Scott Herron, Brandy Hurst 
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BUDGET COMMITTEE: 
Karen Simmon, Mark Brejcha, Jason Kostecki, Scott Herron, John Sparks 
 
RECREATION PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE: 
Deborah Chipman, Margaret Maynard, Jason Kostecki, Megan Eppley, Brandy Hurst 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
Karen Simmon, Brandy Hurst, Megan Eppley, John Sparks, Margaret Maynard 
 
POOL COMMITTEE: 
Scott Herron, Deborah Chipman, Jason Kostecki, Margaret Maynard, Mark Brejcha 
       
Centennial Park: 
Heather spoke on the history behind the naming of this park.  There was an agreement 
reached between the City and Centennial Cellular in 2005.  Part of the agreement was 
that this park land was to be named Centennial Park until July 31, 2015.  Being that this 
agreement has expired, the sign that is there is in process of being removed.   
 
There has been some discussion on using this park as a location for outdoor fitness 
aerobic equipment.  Members were provided pictures and information on this type of 
exercise equipment.    
 
Depot: 
Heather spoke on the progress the City has made in obtaining this property from the 
State.  Staff met with a few new members from the DNR recently and talked about the 
City’s interest in purchasing this property from the State.  The City has been trying for 
over 15 years to be given permission to utilize the facility or to purchase it outright.  The 
meeting went very well with good signs that there is a high probability of the purchase 
coming to fruition.  
 
The City will be submitting an application to purchase the building along with ½ acre of 
property.  The remaining acreage will stay with the State and we will continue to 
maintain the trail as we do now.   
 
There was much positive discussion from the members.  Scott Herron would like to see 
staff not lose sight in the potential for that location.   
 
Bowman Welding: 
Sarah Bowman had contacted Heather regarding the possibility of installing more 
handicap swings in other City parks.  Bowman Welding constructed and installed the 
swing that is in Hemlock Park.  The Bowman’s would like to fundraise and build one for 
each park.   
 
Members discussed the need for each park to have a swing.  Some of the city parks are 
not visited heavily by people and do not have any other amenities in them that would 
warrant having a swing located there.  A few of the parks would not have the space 
needed.  It is a possibility that Northend Riverside Park would be a good location for one 
as it is heavily used by people and has the needed facilities.   
 
Item was tabled to a future meeting.   
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Mitchell Creek: 
The Chamber building demolition shall begin at the end of September, early October.  
The bike shelter that is there will be moved to the large dog park area.  Patrons of the dog 
park have requested a shelter be placed within the large dog area for some time.  
 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS:  
Copies of upcoming events are within the Board packets.  Most notable are the Big 
Rapids Public, Crossroads Charter and Ferris State Homecoming parades, the Angel Ride 
along with several 5k’s.   
 
STAFF REPORTS:   
None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   
None.   
 
UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   
There has been a request to have a cement slab put into the large dog park area where the 
benches have been moved to.  The staff is hesitant on doing this due to ADA 
accessibility.  If a slab were installed, that area would become inaccessible.  Due to this, a 
slab will not be put in.      
 
There was discussion on the need for shade in the large area.  The 2 large trees are slowly 
dying.  Scott Herron will be talking with Heather on possible suitable types of trees to 
plant there that can handle the activity.   
 
The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be October 12, 2017 at  
6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
Paula Weipert 
Board Secretary 
 
 


